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was formed. To make certain that there would be someone
to receive the ultimatum when it was presented, and to
enable Pashitch to be recalled quickly, Giesl notified the
Belgrade Foreign Office on the morning of July 23 that he
would have an important communication to make between
4 and 5 o'clock that afternoon. At the appointed hour Dr,
Grouitch and the three Cabinet Ministers who happened
to have remained in Belgrade met in anxiety at the Foreign
Office. They had already dispatched a telephone message
to Pashitch and arranged for a special train to hurry him
back to the capital. But Giesl did not appear. Instead he
sent a secretary,' begging to say that he would come instead
at 6 o'clock. His delay was caused by an eleventh hour
instruction from Vienna. Berchtold, upon further infor-
mation from Berlin as to Poincare's movements, wanted to
make doubly sure that the French President be well out on
the Baltic before the news of the ultimatum could reach
Russia, and therefore Giesl was to postpone delivery for
an hour.16
Finally at 6 o'clock Giesl arrived, handed- in the Note,
and said, "Unless a satisfactory reply is given on all points
by 6 o'clock on Saturday, the day after tomorrow, I shall
leave Belgrade with all the personnel of my Legation." He
was told that it would be difficult to answer so important a
communication in so short a time, especially in the absence
of several Cabinet Ministers. He replied that in this age
of railways, telegraphs and telephones, in a country as small
as Serbia, this need be only a matter of a few hours, and
that he had already suggested in the morning the desira-
bility of Pashitch's return. Without any further discussion
Giesl then departed, leaving the dismayed Ministers to
study the Note which still lay unread upon the table.17
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